Services in the United Benefice

Sunday 14™ January 2018 — Second Sunday of Epiphany
8:00 am Holy Communion LC Richard Phillips
10:00 am Morning Celebration Ch Morning Celebration Team
10:00 am Matins NW  Robert Spencer Bernard
10:30 am Holy Communion LC Richard Phillips/Ray Copping
6:00 pm Evensong Ch John Scholefield

Sunday 21" January 2018 - Third Sunday of Epiphany,
Plough Sunday

9:00 am Holy Communion Ch Richard Phillips
10:00 am Family Service NW Richard Phillips
10:30 am Family Service LC Richard Phillips

Sunday 28™ January 2018 - Presentation of Christ (Candlemas),
Septuagesima

8:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) LC Richard Phillips

10:00 am Family Service Ch Richard Phillips
10:30 am Holy Communion LC Derek Witchell
5:00 pm Evensong NW Robert Hutton
Sunday 4™ February 2018 — Second Sunday before Lent,
Sexagesima
9:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) NW Richard Phillips
10:00 am Café Sunday LC Café Sunday Team

10:00 am Family Holy Communion Ch  Steve and Rose Williams

Sunday 11" February 2018 — Sunday next before Lent

8:00 am Holy Communion LC Richard Phillips
10:00 am Morning Celebration Ch Morning Celebration Team
10:00 am Matins NW  Robert Spencer Bernard
10:30 am Holy Communion LC Richard Phillips

6:00 pm Evensong Ch John Scholefield

Wednesday 14™ February 2018 — Ash Wednesday
7:30 pm Ash Wednesday service NW Richard Phillips

If you have events coming up in the Benefice and would like them included in future Pew
Sheets, please let us have the details on johnscholefield.llIm@gmail.com Please note that
your wording may have to be edited to fit the available space - John and Jenny Scholefield

You are very welcome to take your Pew Sheet home.
Please see the back page for a list of upcoming services in the United Benefice

Sunday 14t January 2018 - CW edition

DIOCESE OF
OXFORD
The United Benefice of Long Crendon (LC),

Chearsley (Ch) & Nether Winchendon (NW)

WELCOME EVERYONE TODAY AND EVERY DAY

Parish prayer points for January

Prayer is the foundation of all we do in our daily lives as well as in our church
life - after all, a relationship thrives on communication! As we pray throughout
the month on our own, in small groups, and at services, can | invite us to pray
for these particular people:

In our 3 churches, giving thanks for the volunteers who assist with our Sunday
worship, setting up, welcoming, reading, leading prayers, serving
refreshments, and caring for the linen.

In our 3 villages, continuing to pray for our local shops and services, for a fair
return on all their hard work as they serve us.

= Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform
the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in
the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Readings for Today:
The Old Testament: 1 Samuel 3.1-20
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under
Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not
widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so
that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and
he said, "Here | am!" and ran to Eli, and said, "Here | am, for you called
me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay
down. The Lord called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli,
and said, "Here | am, for you called me." But he said, "l did not call, my
son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said,
"Here | am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the Lord was




calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening." So
Samuel went and lay down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." Then the Lord
said to Samuel, "See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make
both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day | will fulfil against
Eli all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.
For | have told him that | am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the
iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever."
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called
Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here | am." Eli said,
"What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so
to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you."
So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said,
"It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him." As Samuel grew up,
the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And
all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the Lord.

The Epistle: Revelation 5.1-10

Then | saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll
written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and | saw
a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?" and no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And | began to weep
bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into
it. Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. See, the lion of the
tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the
scroll and its seven seals." Then | saw between the throne and the four
living creatures and among the elders a lamb standing as if it had been
slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from
the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell
before the lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowils full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: "you are
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered
and by your blood you ransomed for god saints from every tribe and
language and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom
and priests serving our god, and they will reign on earth."

The Gospel: St. John 1.43-end

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth." Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, "Where did
you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "l saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel" Jesus answered, "Do you believe
because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these." And he said to him, "Very truly, | tell you, you will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man."

Post Communion Prayer

God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us
with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all
the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Notes for your diary:

Thursday 11" January and following Thursdays, 8:00 - 9:30pm
Alpha meeting for all three villages. Do come and join us in Church
House, Long Crendon. Alpha is for anyone who is curious to explore the
big questions of life, faith and meaning. The sessions are designed to
encourage conversation and explore the basics of the Christian faith in a
friendly, open and informal environment. Enjoy homemade puddings, a
short film and a discussion where you can share your own thoughts. You
can join in later if you cannot attend the first meeting. To register your
interest, or ask any questions, please e-mail Robert at
needlecottage@btinternet.com

Saturday 27™ January: Long Crendon’s famous Safari Supper. Please
ask for an application form from Darryl and Charlotte Mansfield on
darrylmansfield7@gmail.com or ring them on 01844 201130.
Bookings by Saturday 13" January please as there is a lot to organise!

Saturday 3™ February, Monthly Prayer Gathering at St. Nicholas’
Chearsley, 9:30-10:30 am to focus on the three villages and wider issues.
All welcome. Ray Copping and Geoff Hogbin




